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Unit 1
Activities enabled by learning spaces

Unit 1: Activities Enabled by Learning Spaces

To generate interest in learning spaces—and familiarity with different spaces on campus—consider using this short exercise with faculty who will be participating in your event. Ask them to rate how well a space supports various activities. If faculty view different spaces, comparisons of those spaces may catalyze discussion. 

To provide background, we suggest this resource:

· “Learning Spaces: More than Meets the Eye,” Malcolm B. Brown and Joan K. Lippincott
This brief article discusses the shift of focus from “classroom” to “learning space” brought about by the integration of technology into teaching and learning. [PDF 63 KB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eqm0312.pdf
Activity

As you look at campus space, it is important to know which of its features and characteristics are necessary to foster learning. Below is a list of activities you may want a learning space to enable. 

· Review the list and remove or add activities so that it reflects your instructional goals.

· Select a learning space on your campus and rate how well it enables the activities on your list.

· Use the results to refine your list. You may want to use this list again in unit 8.

Activity Rating 

	Activity
	Rating 
(High, Medium, Low, Not Applicable)
	Comments

	Computer use during class
	
	

	Internet use during class
	
	

	Student laptop use in class (e.g., wireless access, sufficient desk space), sufficient power/outlets
	
	

	Student small-group discussion
	
	

	Audibility of students, even in the last row
	
	

	Visibility of students’ expressions, even in the last row
	
	

	Ability to get close enough to view student work (e.g., over the shoulder)
	
	

	Recording of what is written on the board for later use
	
	

	Audio recordings of class sessions that can be posted for downloading by students
	
	

	Anonymous student polls or quizzes
	
	

	Remote guests hosted by video
	
	

	Interaction with off-site students
	
	

	Customizable arrangement of furniture to suit the class and its activities
	
	

	Projection of images while lights are on 
	
	

	Multiscreen display, high-resolution display
	
	

	Dependability of the room’s technology
	
	

	Sufficient room for students’ materials (e.g., books, lab equipment)
	
	

	Accessible for 24 x 7 use
	
	

	Easy integration of assistive technologies  
	
	


(List based on exercise from September 2004 NLII Focus Session; select items, copyright TLT Group.)




























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Learning Space Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. Find the complete learning space design tool set at 
www.educause.edu/learningspaceworkshopguide.
ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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