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Unit 2
Important characteristics of learning spaces

Unit 2: Important Characteristics of Learning Spaces
Sometimes it is obvious that one space is more effective than another. What may be less obvious are the characteristics that make a space more or less useful. Through observation and reflection, this exercise encourages participants to think about the strengths and weaknesses of specific campus spaces. Based on those observations, participants can begin to distill a list of important characteristics of learning spaces that can be used when designing new or renovated spaces.

To provide background, we suggest four resources:

· “Challenging Traditional Assumptions and Rethinking Learning Spaces,” Nancy Van Note Chism
This book chapter examines current understandings of where and how learning occurs and challenges traditional assumptions.[PDF 1.1 MB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102b.pdf  

· “Learning Spaces,” Diana G. Oblinger
This presentation provides an overview of learning spaces as well as some design considerations.
http://208.185.32.49/main/classroom.html?channel=eli01_2007_0214_1245_44 

· “Creation of the Learning Space: Catalysts for Envisioning and Navigating the Design Process,” Carole C. Wedge and Thomas D. Kearns
This article walks readers through important steps and considerations in the design of learning spaces.
http://www.educause.edu/apps/er/erm05/erm0541.asp 

· “Human-Centered Design Principles,” Lori Gee
This book chapter presents practical design guidelines for creating interior spaces that account for the characteristics and needs of learners and educators. [PDF 1.3 MB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102j.pdf 

Activity

Ask participants to identify two examples of campus instructional space involving technology (e.g., classroom, laboratory)—one that represents what might be considered a successful space and the other an ineffective space. (You may prefer to provide participants with photographs of specific spaces rather than having participants select their own.) Identify the strengths and weaknesses of both types of space. (Feel free to include photographs.) 

Space 1: Successful Learning Space

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	
	

	
	


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


What features might be improved to enhance learning?

Space 2: Ineffective Learning Space

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


What features might be improved to enhance learning?

Please share your observations with your group. Based on the group’s observations and discussions, identify characteristics that are important for learning spaces on your campus.

	Characteristics Important in Learning Spaces

	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.





























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Learning Space Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. Find the complete learning space design tool set at 
www.educause.edu/learningspaceworkshopguide.
ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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