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What do students think?

Confessions of a Podcast Junkie

Unit 3: Student Discovery Options
Your students may have a different view of learning spaces than faculty and administrators. Take some time to discover more about what students consider good (and poor) learning spaces. Here are some suggestions for how to better understand the student perspective.

To provide you and your faculty with background, we suggest three resources:

· “Seriously Cool Places: The Future of Learning-Centered Built Environments,” William Dittoe
This book chapter sketches out days in the lives of faculty and students, showing and then analyzing how they interact with the learning spaces they use. [PDF 1.2 MB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102c.pdf 

· “Student Practices and Their Impact on Learning Spaces,” Cyprien Lomas and Diana G. Oblinger
In this book chapter, the traits of today’s students and their interplay with learning spaces are discussed. [PDF 952 KB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102e.pdf  

· “Learning Spaces,” Malcolm Brown
This book chapter connects Net Gen students, learning theory, and IT, showing their relevance to the design of learning spaces.
http://www.educause.edu/LearningSpaces/6072 

Activity

Student Observations

In addition to watching them, ask students about the spaces on campus. Consider asking questions, such as where they like to study, what they see as good places for learning and poor ones, what improvements to classrooms they would suggest.

Student Presentation

Ask a group of students (e.g., 3–4) to prepare a presentation for your faculty that describes the space they use, how technology augments the space, and what they consider the most important improvements to make. 

Student/Faculty Questionnaire

Use the ELI Discovery Tool: Student Input on Learning Spaces to help you explore student views of learning spaces. Students are provided with disposable cameras and a questionnaire that asks them to identify their favorite place to study, the most comfortable furniture on campus, where they go between classes, and so on. Pooling student responses typically reveals patterns in student preferences. See <http://www.educause.edu/LibraryDetailPage/666?ID=ELI8001>.



























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Learning Spaces Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. Find the complete learning space design tool set at 
www.educause.edu/learningspaceworkshopguide.
ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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