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What do students think?

Confessions of a Podcast Junkie

Unit 6: Checking Assumptions
Sometimes assumptions keep us from seeing things differently—assumptions that we don’t even know we have. Common assumptions include believing that that learning primarily takes place in classrooms, that there should be a single focal point at the front of each classroom, or that students should be protected from distractions, such as looking outside. Those assumptions were probably developed in a different place and time—well before wireless permeated campus or we developed our current understanding of how people learn. As you design learning spaces, check your assumptions to be sure they align with today’s circumstances.

To provide background, we suggest four resources:

· “Challenging Traditional Assumptions and Rethinking Learning Spaces,” Nancy Van Note Chism
This book chapter examines current understandings of where and how learning occurs, pointing out ways that they challenge traditional assumptions. [PDF 1.1 MB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102b.pdf 

· “Linking the Information Commons to Learning,” Joan K. Lippincott
This book chapter describes some of the features of information commons and spotlights the links between them and learning. [PDF 1.3 MB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102g.pdf 

· “Trends in Learning Space Design,” Malcolm Brown and Phillip D. Long
This book chapter looks at important trends in learning space design, such as the integration of learning principles into design, human-centered design, and the increased use of learning technologies. [PDF 954 KB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102i.pdf 

· Library as Place: Rethinking Roles, Rethinking Space
The changing role of the academic library is explored in this e-book.
http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub129/contents.html 

Activity

Based on your readings and observations of where and how learning occurs, what common assumptions about the design of learning spaces should be reconsidered? For example, if you were thinking about an information commons, you might list: 

· No food or drink is permitted in the library.

· Study areas should be quiet.

What assumptions should be reconsidered when designing learning spaces?



























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Learning Space Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. Find the complete learning space design tool set at 
www.educause.edu/learningspaceworkshopguide.
ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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