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What do students think?

Confessions of a Podcast Junkie

Unit 7: Knowing If It Works
You will want to be able to measure whether your space is achieving its goals. Those results can be used to justify changes, to prove effectiveness, or to modify current practices. Part of knowing whether a space works depends on being able to define what you want to achieve. Once you know what you want to achieve, you can identify appropriate measures.

To provide background, we suggest these two resources:

· “Assessing Learning Spaces,” Sawyer Hunley and Molly Schaller
A framework for assessing the impact of learning spaces on learning is presented in this book chapter. [PDF 940 KB]
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7102m.pdf 

· “Assessment of Learning Spaces,” Sawyer Hunley and Molly Schaller
In this Web seminar, an approach for assessing the impact of learning spaces on student engagement is discussed.
http://www.educause.edu/ELIWEB0610 

Activity

What measures will allow you to communicate the effectiveness of your redesigned space to your board, to the faculty, and to other important stakeholders? For example, if one of the goals of creating an information commons is to increase the number of students who use the library, you might use “gate counts” as a measure. Or, if you created group spaces to encourage collaboration, you might monitor the numbers of students who are working individually compared to those working in groups.

	Goal or Objectives
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This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Learning Space Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. Find the complete learning space design tool set at 
www.educause.edu/learningspaceworkshopguide.
ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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