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Unit 8
Confessions of a Podcast Junkie

Unit 8: Guiding Principles
Many choices must be made when designing and renovating spaces. Plans are modified to accommodate rising costs, for example. When choices must be made, what will you base those choices on? A set of guiding principles that outlines the fundamental goals and beliefs behind your learning space will help you evaluate the tradeoffs that invariably occur.

To provide you and your faculty with that background, we suggest these two resources:

· “Designing Spaces for Effective Learning: A Guide to 21st Century Learning Space Design”
In this booklet, principles for effective learning space design are introduced and supplemented with case studies, illustrations, and photos of innovative British campuses. [PDF 1.5 MB]
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/JISClearningspaces.pdf

· “Learning Space Design Precepts and Assumptions,” Mark S. Valenti
This short article illustrates the evolution of a set of guidelines to enable decision-making throughout the implementation of a learning space design project.
http://www.educause.edu/apps/er/erm05/erm0545.asp 

Activity

In discussion with your group, develop a set of guiding principles. You may want to categorize and/or prioritize the principles once you have your initial list. 

	Principle
	Priority 
(High, Medium, Low)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The list of principles below, developed at a previous workshop, provides an example.

Learning Activities

· Supports multiple modes of learning (discussion, hands-on activities, reflection) in the same space

· Supports authentic, project-based activities

· Enables connections in and outside the classroom

· Facilitates face-to-face and online discussion within and beyond the classroom

· Enables interactivity between different groups and activities

· Enables interaction with students, external experts, and others

Display and Capture

· Faculty and students can display multiple types of resources simultaneously.
· Presentation control is distributed so both faculty and students can present.
· Formal and informal work and interactions can be captured.
Flexibility

· Space is easily reconfigurable in a short period of time.
· Facilities are available for formal and informal learning 24 × 7.
Comfort, Safety, and Functionality

· Space accommodates the learner’s notion of comfort.
· Students have adequate functional work space (e.g., room for laptop, elbows, book bag, etc.).
· Space meets safety and security needs.
· Space is fully accessible.



























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Learning Space Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. Find the complete learning space design tool set at 
www.educause.edu/learningspaceworkshopguide.
ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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