BLOG HANDOUT



  “A New Genre of Self-Expression Is Catching On”






(Information Week, 2005)


Blog:  In 2004, “Blog” was declared as the word of the year by Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary. What does the word mean?  There are many different variations of the term but at the simplest level it can be defined as “A frequent, chronological publication of personal thoughts and Web links.” (Web Hosting Glossary) 


What started out as a web log, for the purpose of personal journaling has now taken on a strong presence on the Internet and continues to evolve and develop new and exciting uses for the “digital natives” and anyone else interested in journaling. The blog, a shortened term, is born, The journey from web logs, as personal electronic journals, to the shortened term blog that build confidence in voicing one’s opinions and improving communication skills can be an exciting one. The creators and editors of web logs or blogs are called ‘bloggers’ One exciting option in a blog is that it can be collaboratively edited by its users, and each blogger has the ability to change text written by other users. Think of the possibilities in textbook collaboration for our classrooms. 

Blogs are not new – blogs originated in the United States and have been around since 1997. Like websites, blogs can be topic specific; they can be public or private with read and write capabilities. You decide whether to post comments from others or not. A blog can be a dynamic web site, almost like a bulletin board, by allowing real time modifications with users and visitors. Blogging is original, personalized, and scalable. You should visit learning blogger at http://www.blogger.com/knowledge/2004/12/learning-blogger.pyra  for a complete tutorial. Creating a blog is as easy as one, two, and three. Within three steps, Blogger has you blogging! The best way to learn to blog is simply to do it.
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Where can I create my free Blog?

· http://www.blogger.com 

· http://www.greatestjournal.com 

· http://www.modblog.com
· http://www.blogsome.com 
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For the more advanced user:
· http://www.bloglines.com
· http://moveabletype.org 

How do I set up a free Blog?

It is as easy as 1-2-3             

Go to http://www.blogger.com/start 
1.. 
 Create an account



Enter Username, Password, Display Name, and Email Address



Accept Terms of Service

2.                  Name your blog



Enter Your Blog Title Name



Enter Your Blog Address: (URL)




http://********.blogspot.com

3.                  Choose your template



There are many choices such as Minima, Minima Black, Dots, Son  
of Moto, Dark Dots, or Sand Dollar. 

Your blog has been created and you are ready to start posting. Create your personal profile and customize the looks of your blog. You can always change the template design to match your moods. You can add pictures or whatever.

Do Not Forget To Publish Your Post

Your blog published successfully!
Why would I want a Blog?


     Collaboration for projects, events, articles
     Build confidence in voicing your opinion and making a statement
     Build confidence in writing abilities
     Writing and revising
     Reflection
· Networking (student and alumnae)

· Blogs are actually Content Management System (CMS) tools
· A new way of publishing and distributing information
What Are the Current Issues and Concerns to Contemplate?

· Intellectual Property Rules

· Copyright Complexities
· Tool or Trend
Want to See a Blog? 
· The 100 most important blogs: http://www.blogstreet.com/biq100.html
