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Unit 1

Confessions of a Podcast Junkie

Unit 1: Quick Poll
To generate interest in the Net Generation, consider using this short survey with faculty who will be participating in your event. Ask them to rate their comfort with various items and to estimate students’ comfort levels. When you summarize the results you may find a gap between student and faculty scores. This creates an opportunity for discussion about why such a gap might exist. 
Using a scale of 1–7 (1 = very uncomfortable, 7 = very comfortable), rate how comfortable you are with the following:

	
	My comfort level
	My students’ 
comfort level

	Learning based on reading text
	
	

	Learning through collaboration
	
	

	Contributing a blog
	
	

	Creating a Web page
	
	

	Downloading music from the Web
	
	

	Listening to a podcast
	
	

	Using instant messaging
	
	

	Using presentation software (e.g., PowerPoint)
	
	

	Using Wikipedia
	
	


For each of the following technologies, place an X in the box for those you use and for those you believe your students use.
	
	I use this technology
	I believe my students use this technology

	Instant messaging
	
	

	Music downloads
	
	

	Podcast
	
	

	Blogs
	
	

	Wikis
	
	

	Flickr
	
	

	YouTube
	
	

	Facebook
	
	

	Google Maps
	
	


When you summarize the results, consider presenting them as a way of catalyzing discussion. For example:
Below are the results of our short survey on comfort with specific technologies.

[insert table of results here]

When we meet, be prepared to discuss:

· Should faculty be as comfortable with technology as students? 
We also asked about faculty and student use of specific technologies.

[insert table of results here]

When we meet, be prepared to discuss:

· To what degree should faculty use of technology mirror that of students?

· Should faculty have a basic understanding of student technology even if they don’t use it? 

Follow-up
After you have completed this activity you may find it beneficial to ask participants for feedback. Some suggested questions are:

· Did this activity help you discover potential differences between you and your students’ expectations of the role of technology in the classroom? In teaching and learning in general?

· Has the activity changed the way you think about your instruction? 

· Has it changed the way you think about your students?

· Did you find this activity a valuable use of your time? 

· What could we do to make this activity more effective?



























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Net Generation Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. The complete Net Generation tool set is available at www.educause.edu/NetGenTool.

ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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