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Unit 5
Confessions of a Podcast Junkie

Unit 5: Implications for Faculty
Based on what participants have learned about the Net Generation, discuss the implications for faculty. Suggested discussion questions include:

· What is the faculty role in the learning experience?

· If faculty roles have changed, has our approach to graduate education changed? Do we effectively communicate the changing roles of faculty to current and potential graduate students?

· Are our hiring practices in line with new expectations of the faculty role?

· As each generation of learners change, what are the implications for ongoing faculty development?

· How will faculty roles change in the next 10 years as workplace skill demands, disciplinary needs, and organizational limitations continue to shift?

You may want to direct participants to additional resources. We suggest:

· “Faculty Development for the Net Generation,” Anne H. Moore, John F. Moore, and Shelli B. Fowler

A look at what faculty need to know about the Net Gen and at a model for faculty development in this area.
http://www.educause.edu/FacultyDevelopmentfortheNetGeneration/6071

· “Faculty Work for the 21st Century,” William Plater and Nancy Chism

A presentation on the changes under way for faculty roles due to the changing environment within higher education and beyond.
http://www.educause.edu/LibraryDetailPage/666?ID=ELI063007

As participants review these resources, ask them to make notes about the following questions. Use this as the basis for group discussions and planning.

	Questions
	Notes

	What key points are you taking away from these resources?
	

	What ideas best apply to your situation?
	


	As a result of these resources, what will you do differently?
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Faculty Perspectives

· “‘Ten years ago we were just beginning to use the Internet,’ says Tricia Ferrett, professor of chemistry and director of the Carleton Interdisciplinary Science and Math Initiative (CISMI), a broad initiative aimed at integrative and interdisciplinary learning. ‘Today, students are inclined to go to the Internet for everything. It’s transformed my teaching.’”

From “plugged_in@edu” by Patricia Miller, on Collegenews.org
http://www.collegenews.org/x6204.xml

· “So that’s what we do as teachers—keep up with the kinds of learning they prefer and bring in the resources.”

Robert Cooke, Middle School Director, Mounds Park Academy, St. Paul, Minnesota
From “plugged_in@edu” by Patricia Miller, on Collegenews.org
http://www.collegenews.org/x6204.xml

· “Faculty must be lifelong learners to keep up with the emerging technologies we can use to teach them.”

From “What I Learned About Educating the Net Generation,” Laura May, Nutrition Faculty, Mesa Community College
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/iforum/2005/29

Follow-up

After you have completed this activity you may find it beneficial to ask participants for feedback. Some suggested questions are:

· Has your understanding of faculty roles changed as a result of this activity?

· Has the activity given you new ideas about how to approach the faculty role at your institution?

· Did you find this activity a valuable use of your time?

· What could we do to make this activity more effective?  




























































































































This unit is part of the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Discovery Tool: Net Generation Workshop Guide. Each unit can be used as a stand-alone activity, or all units can be combined for a multiday learning event. The units typically include articles, discussion exercises, and questionnaires. You are welcome to add your own material or modify what you find. The complete Net Generation tool set is available at www.educause.edu/NetGenTool.

ELI Discovery Tools are practical resources designed to support the development and implementation of teaching, learning, and technology projects or processes on campus. They are available to ELI members only.
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