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Continuing the Conversation

Open Access Week is designed to be the starting point for conversations about open access to research and resources within the international higher education community. By exploring the resources on open access provided by EDUCAUSE and participating in EDUCAUSE Live!, you’ll discover more about the institutional values underpinning the open-access movement and their implications for policy and research. One of the keys to making the best use of these ideas and insights is to continue the dialogue with colleagues, faculty, and students at your own campus after the event has concluded.

Use the suggestions provided, or ones you have developed, along with the event archive to stimulate ongoing discussion. This might occur at a special meeting following the focus session, weekly brownbag lunch gatherings, or online discussions. We encourage you to emphasize how the content applies to your institution.

1. Consider adopting a Campus Licensing program, as has been done at Harvard, MIT, Stanford, U of Kansas, and other institutions.

1. Join the Alliance for Taxpayer Access as an individual, department, or institution.

2. Find out if your library is a member of SPARC, the Scholarly Publishing and Academic

3. Resources Coalition. Encourage membership.

4. Develop support for the Federal Research Public Access Act (FRPAA) and encourage your top administrators to share their support with your congressional representative and senators.

5. Analyze the impact of journal pricing on library access and collections. Become familiar with the economics of scholarly publishing under the current model, and consider its sustainability.

6. Support development of an institutional repository, or investigate options for participation in a collaborative repository.

7. Support Shibboleth protocols that will facilitate secure sharing of access to large data sets across repositories.

8. Librarians: research the Sherpa/RoMeo site for journals that would allow preprints to be posted in your existing repository.

9. Librarians: load the titles in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) into your A–Z journals list.

10. Tie open access into the overall open-education movement, which also includes:

a. Open source software

b. Open courseware

c. Open textbooks

11. Following on from number 10, some specific areas for consideration:

12. Study and discuss history, mission, and uses of resources at MERLOT (Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching).
13. Study and discuss Open Educational Resources Commons—see the “About” page for a helpful overview and a directory of various educational institutions with commitments to OER, including MIT’s OpenCourseWare (http://www.oercommons.org/about#about-open-educationalresources).

14. Compare open access movement(s) in the United States with international examples such as the Open University in the United Kingdom and the Open University of Catalonia.

15. View and discuss David Wiley’s “Openness, Disaggregation, and the Future of Education” on YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcRctjvIeyQ). Wiley’s blog, “iterating toward openness” (http://opencontent.org/blog/), also has a number of good discussion starters along these lines.

16. Study and discuss Creative Commons: its history, its licenses, and its advantages and disadvantages with regard to traditional copyright.

17. Discuss virtual communities of practice such as HASTAC (Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Advanced Collaboratory, http://www.hastac.org/ ) as open, interdisciplinary, transinstitutional educational initiatives.

18. Discuss new models of writing and publishing as advanced by organizations such as the Institute for the Future of the Book (http://www.futureofthebook.org/). What are the implications for open access in these new paradigms?

19. Discuss campus-wide publishing platforms such as those employed or under development at the University of Mary Washington (http://umwblogs.org/), Baruch College of the City University of New York (http://blsciblogs.baruch.cuny.edu/), Penn State (http://blogs.psu.edu/), and others.

20. Specific issues to discuss include open educational resources, scholarly communication, student publication, and undergraduate research.

21. Discuss challenges and issues associated with encouraging faculty to publish in open access journals and/or to start an open access, peer-reviewed journal.
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